The Western Railroader 


Devorep EXcLusIvELy TO THE ‘VEsTERN RAILRCAD FAN 








NOVEMBER 1937 ae me 





WELCOME 


We welcome the Northern California Railroad Club back 
into existence tonight, and may it be a permanent existence. 
Approximately a vear ago, the organization disbanded because 
of internal strife. Lately, we have seen the rise of two great 
railroad fan organizations in the bay area. ‘The need of a fan 
organization for those who do not have the necessary funds 
to join one of the two greater organizations has long been 
felt—may the Northern California Railroad Club long pros- 
per under this need. 

Gathered here tonight is the nucleus for a splendid railroad 
fan organization. With the proper leaders we should have no 
trouble in getting a foothold. Once this foothold has been 
gained, forward progress, such as new members, is the nat- 
ural outcome. It is our hope to have another meeting in about 
a month. At this meeting we shali really know how we stand. 

We also welcome the iucky fan who may chance to see a 
copy of THE Western RAILRoApeR to fill out the blank on 
page three. We also welcome you to our next meeting. 

On to a bigger and better NORTHERN CALIFOR- 
NIA RAILROAD CLUB 


Tue Starr 
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The Collis P. Huntington 


By Britt DaRROUGH 


Cn August 9, 1863, the Herald of the Morning sailed 
through the Golden Gate after a long voyage around the 
Horn from New York. [n its hold were the first rails and the 
first locomotive for the Central Pacific, first transcontinental 
railroad and forerunner of 
the Southern Pacific. 


The first locomotive was 
christened the Governor 





: ee 
Stantord, in honor of Leland qa a 
Stanford, then governor of 


California and one of the “‘Big Four’’ who built the Centrai 


Pacific. {t is now on display in the museum of Stanford Uni- 
versity. 

No one knows what happened te the Central Pacitic eng- 
ine No. 2, but No. 3, named Collis P. Huntington, in honor 
ot another of the ““Big Four’’, arrived in 1864. After years 
of valiant service, it was renumbered Southern Pacific 1. ig 
was the smallest locomotive used by that line. Like the Gov- 
ernor Stanford, it was shipped around the Horn and assem- 
bied at Sacramento, California. Its maide. trip was made in 
that city in April 1864. For a short time only, it was used in 
regular train service over the line from Sacramento eastward 
into the Sierra Nevadas. Its greatest use was during the con- 
struction period (1863? to 1869) of the first transcontinental 
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railroad, now the Overland route of the Southern Pacific. 

With its 45 inch drivers and 14 x 15 inch cylinders, its 
usual speed was about 35 miles an hour but could attain a 
speed of about 55 miles. The weight of the engine without 
fuel, ete., was 18,000 pounds. its length of 29 1-2 feet is 
less than the ienyth of the tender alone of a modern locomo- 
tive. [tc could haul four cars weighing 22 tons each at 35 miles 
an hour. ‘ihe modern oii burning locomotives are 30 times 
as powerful. The C. P. Huntington used wood for fuel. 

No. | is very carefully preserved in the Southern Pacific 
shops at Sacramento, being taken out only for purposes such 
as the San Diego exposition. After 73 years it is still in good 
running order, as was demonstrated in 1930 when it puffed 
proudly across Southern Pacific’s new Mazstinez - Benicia 
bridge as part of the dedication ceremonies. 
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[} 1 hereby apply for membership in the Northern California 
Ratiroad Club. 
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|} 20c per year for members 
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@ Northwestern Pacific No. 182, Baldwin cen wheeier, 
wrecked August 6, 1937 atew miles north of South Fork 
when it fell through a burning trestle, ‘s cunning again after 
Deing tu the shops two months. 

(A Southern Pacific narrow gauge (Carson and Colorado) 
engine will be used in the dedication services of a new high- 
way extending from the highest (Mt. Whitney) to the low- 
est point (Death Valley) in the U. S., Sunday, Oct. 31. 

@ Madera Sugar Pine Lumber Co. No. 5, a narrow gauge 
Shay, has been sold to the Diamond and Caldor. No. 6, also 
a Shav, has been sold to the Feather River Lumber Co. 


(Southern Pacific engines 2455, 2456 and 2457 have been 
rebuilt, streamlined and renumbered T. & N. O. 650, 651 
and 652. They are hauling the eight car train ““Sunbeam’’ 
sister to the world famous ‘‘Daylight’’. 





Cae Wastern Rairoapex is published monthly by Jack Gub- 
som, 118 Mt. Diablo Ave., San Mateo, California. 


Tus Wesrern Ratroaner is the official publication of the Nor- 
thern California Raiiroad Club. 


Subscription rates: zoc a year to members, 35c¢ a year to non- 
members; extra copies 3 cents. 

Editoz, Jack Gibson; assistant editor, Bill Darrough. 

Articles and contributions welcomed. 

The Northern California Railroad Club is a non-profit organiza- 
tion devoted ro the interests of the Northern Calitornia railroad fen. 


It costs acthing to join. Send applications to Francis Guido, 502 
N, Claremont, San Mateo, California. 








